
Reading Lesson:  The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere 

Point of View Graphic Organizer 

 

I. Common Core State Standard: 

  

 �RL.5.6 – Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events 

 are described.   

 

II. Learning Target: 
  

 �I can identify with an historical character by writing from their point of view. 

 

III. Anticipatory Set: 

 

• Show two lanterns to students 

• Ask if they have heard any stories from revolutionary times that involved lanterns 

• Share the phrase “One if by land, two if by sea!” and turn on the lanterns  

• Tell students that they will be reading about Paul Revere’s famous ride, where the 

lanterns will play a significant role in warning Patriots about the  

 

IV. Input: 

�Task Analysis:  

1.  Engage the students with the anticipatory set 

2.  Instruct students to open to Paul Revere story in Open Court (p.316) 

3.  Ask students to preview the text using the THIEVES strategy (use bookmarks) 

4.  Show the video reading of Paul Revere poem, ask students to follow along in text 

5.  Ask students if they can make connections in the poem to other stories from 

 their history unit (Boston Tea Party, French & Indian War) 

6.  Tell students that they next reading will be slower, stopping to think about the 

 point of view of the main character, Paul Revere. 

7.  Remind students of first person point of view (the Boston Tea Party play) 

8.  Read the poem (one student per stanza) and stop 4 times to record point of view 

 and show the map of the ride (pointing out the location of Boston Tea Party) 

 -p.317: “And I on the opposite shore will be, ready to ride and spread the alarm.” 

 -p.318: “When he paused to listen and look down…” 

 -p.321: “That was all! And yet, through the gloom and light…” 

 -p.322: “It was two by the village cloak…” 

9.  Ask students to share (luck of the draw) what they wrote for point of view at each 

 stopping point. 

10.  Close by reading the historical note on p.325, tell students that the next lesson 

 will investigate what is true in the Longfellow poem 

 

�Method and Materials: 

-Open Court books 

-THIEVES bookmarks 

-Point of view graphic organizer 

-Paul Revere link on YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U4hUMQG3MI8&feature=related 

-2 lanterns and headlamps 

-Interactive map link:  http://www.paulreverehouse.org/ride/virtual.html 



 

V.    Modeling: 

    

• Model how to use the graphic organizer by completing an entry for stopping point 1, 

displaying this on the doc camera. 

 

VI. Checking for Understanding: 

 

• What historical events have been studied in history and reading? 

• Can you describe the genre of The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere? 

• Give an example of first person narrative. 

• Who was Paul Revere? 

• Why was the midnight ride important to other historical events? 

• What was the significance of the lanterns? 

  

VII. Guided Practice: 
 

• The teacher will stop the story 3 times after modeling point of view, asking students 

to record their own.  The teacher will rotate through room to check student entries and 

offer assistance.   

 

VIII. Independent Practice:  

 

• There is no independent practice for this lesson 

 

IX. Closure 
 

• Read aloud the historical note on page 325 of Open Court, noting that not the 

entire Longfellow poem is accurate.   

• The next reading lesson (and a history lesson) will investigate the true story of 

Paul Revere’s midnight ride. 

 

 

 


